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ITMIGHT sound like a stretch

of the imagination, but if |

graffiti artist Banksy designed
anonlinedatingsite, itwould
probably look a bit like
wwwi.staganddove.com.

If you're finding Facebook
pokingall abit passe, thissite
featuresedgy singletons, stencil
artand loftstyle parties,where
London’s single set can mix.

Goneare the virtual kisses,
chatrooms and thumbnail
profile shots of other sites.
Stagand Dove lets users wink
ateach other, placenamesin
alittle black book and call
users they spotonline.

Site creator Clive Fleury
sayshe hopesto “take therisk
factor out ofblind dating by

giving peoplea chance to get
to know each other through
awebcam first”.

He adds: “That horrible
feeling of meeting for the first
time isn’t so daunting if
you've had a conversation
with themonline.”

Ifyouwanta quick taster,a
three-day membership is
£1.50.0rsign up foramonth
for £8.99.Ifyou'rereally keen,
you can join forayear,which
will setyouback £69.99.

For online dating novices,
Stag and Dove seems pretty
simple.

Graffiti artlitters the back-
groundasbuttonsandkitsch
sketches of old-school tele-
phones ringwhen someone
istrying to contactyou.

Youcan denythem accessif
you're not keen, or start

chattingifyou are. Myonline
blackbookis filled with types
such as La Dispute, who
describes his shag status as
“nowand again”and his take
on drugs as “have you got
any?”.

- Asection foryour favourite
things asks for one-word
answers and the “me, me,
me” partcoversincome and
smoking, as well as music
preferences.

Ifyou decide not to share
your profile with another
user, you can always choose
the “getlost” option.

Television producers
Emma Willis, from Clapham,
and Elliot Hawkes, from
Wimbledon, both 30, were
matched because of their
“opposite sex equivalent”
status. Willis said speaking to

remccrvoun sxisnacn: Kl

Hawkes first by webcam
madeabigdifference.

“Unlike on MySpace, itwas
much easier to get to know
him before meeting up,” she
said. “I could tell thathewas
genuinely funny.”

Their first date was the
launch of The 5th Collective
artists' studios in Wapping’s
Gallery Yujiro (tickets
were £100 but Stags
and Doves paid 4
£25).

“Ijoined the site
becauseitseemed
a fun way to go
out and meet
people,” saysWil-
lis.“Ifsomething
else comes
from it,
that's i
cool
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too, but I don’t have |
expectations.”

Hawkessays theirdatewas
“full of flirty banter”. Headds:
“r'd like to see Emma again.
We'll see whathappens.”
www.staganddove.com
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